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The next step was applying for planning permission and, after two
small set backs, Brian and Orla sought the advice of a specialist
local architect. His input resulted in success with approval to build
a new house on the site.

When South African businessman,
Brian Jacobs, and his Dublin born wife
Orla arrived in Ireland from Zambia in
2001, it was the beginning of a search
for their dream location.

Three years later, when they came across a large run dewn

bungalow at the edge of the Glencree Woods in the Wicklow
Mountains they just knew they had to have it.

Brian's student architect son Brendan, and a structural engineer
were both brought in and they agreed renovation was not an option
because the strucnure did not meet modern building standards.

* Gaining Planning Permission now is not an easy process, there
are a lot of criteria to satisfy, that’s why we found bringing in a
specialist was very worthwhile. He guided us on things like ridge
height and orientarion as well as the style of building suitable for
stich a rural area”

Having seen a pre-constructed timber frame house in Dublin some
months earlier and been impressed by the high specification of the
building, they sought the help of a local company specialising in
importing “tum key” ecological house build packages.
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“We locked at all the options including getting in the
contractors and doing a comventional build,” said Brian. “But
then we came across this company and I have to say we were
impressed by not only the finish, but the 1" values they delivered

and the attention to detail.”

Few people who embark on a self-build renovation or extension
project relish the prospect of living with a building site for

months, especially in cold, wet weather. With five of their six
children still living at home, Orla and Brian were no different,

and had a busy interior design and furniture importing business to
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